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carbon IJltra Stiff 
Lightweight paddle, 
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Bing Lovebird bY-.Cbris Del Mora $],050­
Like the cUshy longboards that Initially bore the Bing name, the 
single.-fin Lovebird is gorgeous. with a gloss Goat, fabric~inlaid deck.Jlt and pigment-colored bottom and rail wr<3p. But this isn't some 
artsy old-school replica. (The brand was rellcensed in 2000.)' We~ tested our 9'2" model in a variety of c<mdltlons from junky over­ I:1 
head wind swell to perfect shin-high curlers. The board handled it all 
admirably. At more tl1an 22 Inches wide and nearly tl1ree Inches 
thick, it paddled well and prOVided plenty of float-enough for one 
of our 200"'pound testers to hang five. It's fast, too. Stomp your 
foot on the diamond tail, and the Lovebird rockets down the line 

! 

and turns,with un-iongboard-like agility. 7' to 10':blngsurf.com 

Fletcher Chouinard 

+

Designs Quark $650 
Designed by Patagonia founder 
Yvon ChOUinard's SOn. Retcher, 
the quad-fin Quark is one ofthe 
lightest, greenest. most durable 
boards we:ve 'seen yet. Its fishlike 
characteristics InclUde a nearly 
2Q-inch width. high flotation, and 
mild swallowtail that make even 
the mWihiest surf entertaining. 
Meanwhile, the Quark has mucho 
acceleration out of turns. Its four 
fins are placed surprisingly fat 'I' 
back on the tail-yeah. we were 
skeptIcal ofthem at first-butIII 

" our testers found the setup ideal 
f0r shortboarders who want a 
boq,rd that can handle a wider 
range ofsurf conditions. from 
waist-high to overhead. A word 
of advice: Buy yours two to three 
inches shorter than YOll'd nor­
mally go on a shortboard. 5'10" 
to 6'6"; fcdsurfboards.com 
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rS BUYER'S GUlbn. 

KILLER VALUE r. 
-'!IISl!Standup Board $995 I 

Normally, a paddleboard will set 
you back close to two grand. 

That's what makes'ttie NSf> so 
noteworthy: You get the whole 

package-traction pad. leash. and 
fins-for about halfthat. At 31 

Inches Wide and nearly five inches 
thick, this boan;! has plenty of 

confidence-building stability and Is 
well suited forflatwater and sm~1I 
waves. Its durable molded-epoxy 

cCJnstruction resists clings and 
makes It 15 pounds lighter than 

traditional fiberglass bOards. Plus, 
NSP thoughtfully engineered a reo 
cessed handhold in the center of 

the board for ease of carrying. 
Though our testers found It lacks 

some of the performance on 
waves and speed While tourll'lg, 

the NSP Is still plenty ofboard to 
keep beginning and intermediate 

SUPers stoked. 10'6" and 11'; 
surfindustrles.com 


